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ORGANIZATIONS STATEMENT OF FAITH

At Houston Kali Temple, we believe in Hinduism. Hinduism is also known as Sanatana Dharma. The meaning of
Sanatana Dharma is eternal religion, and it is based on Vedas (sacred books) which teach us the way of life and
it is the only religion which gives meaning to life-death and birth and disease. Hinduism (Sanatana Dharma) is a
religion with various God and Goddesses and according to Hinduism there are three Gods who rule in this universe
such as Lord Brahma, Lord Vishnu, and Lord Shiva; besides this there are several God and Goddess who represent
different kinds of spiritual energies. Lord Brahma is the creator; Lord Vishnu is the preserver and Lord Shiva is
the destroyer. Lord Shivas consort is Parvati who is worshipped as Maa Kali, the divine mother who embodies
the essence of strength, protection, and transformation. Our beliefs are rooted in the rich tapestry of Hindu
mythology and spirituality, where Maa Kali stands as a symbol of ultimate reality and divine grace.

At Houston Kali Temple there will consist of the following Deities: Lord Ganesha, Lord Pashupatinath, Lord
Radha & Krishna, Lord Hanuman, Lord Sita Ram, Lord Kartik, Lord Shiva, Goddess Kali, Goddess Durga,
Goddess Laxmi, Goddess Saraswati, Navagraha Devta.

Belief in Maa Kali:

Maa Kali originated from the eyebrows of Ambika who is the Supreme Universal Mother and Goddess of power,
strength, and energy. Our faith revolves around the boundless power of our Devine Mother Maa Kali, which goes
beyond time, and space. She is the principal force of Shaktism. We acknowledge her as the earliest form of cosmic
energy, the source from which all life emanates. In her fierce and compassionate form, she represents the eternal
cycle of creation and destruction, guiding us through life's challenges and offering solace in times of need.

Devotional Practices:

Devotion to Maa Kali finds expression through various rituals and practices at our temple. Daily prayers,
meditation, and recitation of sacred mantras such as "Om Krim Kalikayai Namah" form integral parts of our
worship. We offer flowers, incense, and food as tokens of reverence, seeking the blessings of the goddess for
strength, wisdom, and spiritual growth. Rituals and ceremonies conducted at the temple offer devotees the
opportunity to deepen their connection with Maa Kali and seek her divine guidance.

Symbolism and Iconography:

The representation of Maa Kali is loaded with symbolism, reflecting her multifaceted nature and spiritual
significance. Her dark complexion symbolizes the vastness of the universe, while her fierce appearance signifies
the destruction of ignorance and ego. Adorned with a garland of skulls and wielding weapons, she illustrates the
supremacy of mortality and the power to overcome obstacles.
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Role Tn Hindu Mythology:

Maa Kali holds immense significance in Hindu mythology, embodying various aspects of the divine feminine
and representing profound philosophical truths. These truths include the cyclical nature of time and existence, the
inevitability of destruction and transformation, and the eternal struggle between good and evil. Maa Kali is often
depicted as the fierce protector of the divine order (dharma). She is invoked by gods and goddesses to vanquish
demons and restore balance to the universe. Her presence signifies the triumph of good over evil and the victory
of righteousness. Maa Kali is revered as the companion of Lord Shiva, the god of destruction and transformation.
The name "Kali" itself means "time™ in Sanskrit, highlighting her association with the eternal cycle of creation,
preservation, and dissolution. Legends surrounding Maa Kali narrate her heroic battles against demons such as
Raktabija and Mahishasura, as well as her relentless pursuit of righteousness. She is beyond the constraints of
time and space, symbolizing the timeless nature of existence. As the divine mother, she fiercely protects her
devotees and upholds the cosmic order.

Philosophical Significance:

Philosophically, Maa Kali symbolizes the ultimate reality beyond dualities. Her iconography and mythology serve
as metaphors for spiritual truths, inviting us to transcend the limitations of the material world and realize our
divine nature. Maa Kali's fierce form represents the power of transformation and regeneration. As she destroys
the old to make way for the new, devotees are encouraged to let go of attachments and negative patterns to undergo
spiritual rebirth and growth. Through her fierce aspect, she annihilates ignorance and liberates the soul from the
cycle of birth and death, leading it to ultimate union with the divine.

Path of Devotion:

For devotees of Maa Kali, the path of devotion is a journey of surrender and self-transformation. By cultivating
a deep connection with the goddess through prayer, meditation, and service, we seek to disintegrate our ego and
merge with her divine consciousness. Bhakti, or devotional love, forms the cornerstone of our practice, fostering
humility, devotion, and surrender.

Community and Service:

At Maa Kali Temple, we believe in the importance of community and service as expressions of devotion and
compassion. Together, we come together in worship, fellowship, and service, fostering a sense of unity, and
belonging among devotees. Through charitable activities and social initiatives, we extend Maa Kali's love and
compassion to those in need, embodying the principle of seva (selfless service) in our lives.

The Eternal Mother:

As the eternal mother, Maa Kali showers her blessings upon all her children, regardless of caste, creed, or
background. Her love knows no bounds, and her grace is available to all who seek her with sincerity and devotion.
In times of joy, she rejoices with us, and in times of sorrow, she offers solace and strength. Her divine presence
pervades every aspect of our lives, guiding and protecting us at every step of our journey.

Conclusion:

In conclusion, our faith in Maa Kali transcends mere worship and ritual — it is a deeply transformative journey
towards self-realization and divine union. Through our devotion and service at the Maa Kali Temple, we seek to
honor the eternal mother and embody her divine qualities in our lives. May her fierce presence inspire us to
overcome obstacles, her loving embrace comfort us in times of need, and her divine grace leads us to ultimate
liberation. Jai Maa Kali!
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